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OBSERVING THE BIRTHDAY OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

SPEECH OF

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 16, 2007

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and memory of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Today
we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day to re-
member a great American and civil rights
leader, a man committed to uniting people and
healing the wounds inflicted by injustice and
segregation.

Dr. King embodied the spirit of the civil
rights movement of the 1950s and 60s. As a
teacher, a preacher, and a leader, he tuned
his membership of the board of directors of
the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People and his role with the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
to help shape the nonviolent philosophy of the
movement.

The 1956 Supreme Court decision declaring
Alabama’s segregation laws unconstitutional
was one early victory in his fight for equality
and justice. This victory had a tremendous
personal cost for Dr. King, as he was arrested,
threatened, and his house was bombed.
Throughout these arduous times, Dr. King re-
mained strong.

In 1957, Dr. King helped found and became
the leader of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference. This organization was
formed to provide new leadership to the grow-
ing civil rights movement. Like Dr. King, the
SCLC was committed to achieving its goals
through nonviolent means.

He further refined his philosophy of non-
violence during a journey to India in 1959. He
saw nonviolent protest as the key to achieving
his goals of racial equality and social justice in
the face of a sometimes violent opposition.

Despite the obstacles, Dr. King continued
his struggle and spoke at the 1963 March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom. It was dur-
ing this event that he delivered his famous “I
Have A Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memo-
rial, proclaiming: “l have a dream, that one
day this nation will rise up and live out the true
meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created
equal.’”

The following year, Dr. King saw his hard
work come to fruition with passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. That same year, Dr. King
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, becom-
ing the youngest person awarded the Peace
Prize at that time. He chose to donate the
prize money he received to further the cause
of the civil rights movement.

Tragically, Dr. King’s life was cut short on
April 4, 1968 by a sniper’s bullet. His stirring
words from his speech at the Lincoln Memorial
still echo today and provide us with a goal we

all share, that our “children will one day live in
a nation where they will not be judged by the
color of their skin but by the content of their
character.”

Madam Speaker, | urge everyone to remem-
ber and reflect on his words as we commemo-
rate Dr. King’s birthday and honor his tireless
work in making America a country where the
rights of all people are respected and pro-
tected.

———

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD
GOTTSCHLING

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor and pleasure that | stand before
you today to honor one of northwest Indiana’s
most dedicated, distinguished, and honorable
citizens. | have known Edward Gottschling for
many years, and he is one of the most active
and involved citizens | have ever known, es-
pecially when it comes to his service to the
community. For many years, Ed has been a
constant fixture in the Portage, Indiana Demo-
cratic Party and in northwest Indiana. Today,
Ed is celebrating a milestone, his 80th birth-
day. In his honor, a celebration will be taking
place on Saturday, January 20, 2007, at the
Portage Yacht Club in Portage, Indiana.

Edward Gottschling was born on January
18, 1927, at his home in Gary, Indiana. As a
young boy, Ed attended grammar school at
Saint John’s Lutheran School in the Tolleston
neighborhood of Gary. Following his gradua-
tion from Tolleston High School in 1944,
where he had been a standout pitcher and 4-
year letter winner on the school's baseball
team, Ed decided to pursue a career with the
railroad. Ed began his career as a machinist
helper at Elgin, Joliet, and Eastern (EJ&E)
Railroad. However, in 1945, on his 18th birth-
day, Ed felt the need to serve his country and
enlisted in the United States Coast Guard. Un-
doubtedly, this life-changing decision to serve
became the first step in a lifetime of dedicated
service to his community. Following training in
New York and Miami, Ed was stationed in the
San Francisco area, where he served as a
seaman aboard the Grand Fork and the Key
West. Ed’s service ended in May 1946 when
the Navy decided to make a reduction in the
number of servicemen in the Coast Guard.

Upon his discharge from the service, Ed re-
turned to work at EJ&E as an electrical ap-
prentice. In 1954, having decided to further his
education, Ed completed his courses and re-
ceived his degree in electrical technology from
Purdue University-Calumet in Hammond, Indi-
ana. Prior to doing so, Ed made a decision to
leave EJ&E for a new position with Illinois Bell
Telephone, the company for which he would
work for the next 32 years. For several years,

Ed held various positions, both indoor and out-
door, with lllinois Bell. Then, in 1959, Ed was
transferred to their office in downtown Chi-
cago, where he took on supervisory respon-
sibilities for the company. Though Ed has
many fond memories from his years at lllinois
Bell, he is particularly fond of being called on
to assist with the communication needs for
three presidential visits to Chicago, which in-
cluded visits from former Presidents Richard
Nixon, Gerald Ford, and Lyndon Johnson. As
if his career were not already impressive
enough, Ed was eventually promoted to sev-
eral other positions, including the Great Lakes
Regional Communication Coordinator for the
Federal Aviation Administration.

Though Ed retired from lllinois Bell in 1985,
it is his lifetime of service to his community
that is so astonishing. Since moving his family
from Gary to Portage in 1967, Ed has always
been an integral part of the Portage commu-
nity. Ed has served as Portage Police Com-
missioner and a member of the Planning and
Zoning Commission, and he has also served
as the Portage area campaign coordinator for
a United States Congressional race. Ed’s in-
terest in politics and government did not end
there, as he has served as a precinct com-
mitteeman for the past 14 years and city coun-
cilman for the past 12 years, the last 8 of
which he has served as council president.

In addition to city government, Ed has also
been a very active member of many service
clubs and organizations, as well as an active
member of his church. He is an active mem-
ber and past president of the Portage AARP
chapter and a member and past commander
of the Tolleston VFW post. A member of the
VFW for many years, Ed has even held the
distinguished post of district commander. Ed is
also a lifetime member of the Portage Amer-
ican Legion and Gary Sportsmen’s Club and
an active member of the Portage Democratic
Club. Since the age of 16, Ed has also been
a member of the Saxon Lodge, where he has
held numerous posts, including club president.
As if his commitment to these organizations
were not enough, Ed has always dedicated
himself to fighting for the needs of the elderly
and disabled, as evidenced by his member-
ship with the Porter County Aging and Com-
munity Service Corporation and his service on
the State Legislative Committee for the AARP
and the Governor's Commission on Aging.

Though Ed has a special place in his heart
for his community, his greatest love has al-
ways been his family. Ed and his wife, Nina,
who passed away in 1994 after nearly 43
years of marriage, were the truest example of
a loving and committed marriage. The couple
raised two very successful children. Dan re-
sides in Seattle, Washington with his wife,
Barb, and Laura resides in Crystal Lake, llli-
nois with her husband, Robert, and children,
Mitchell and Stuart. Though he has committed
himself to serving his community, Ed’s devo-
tion to his family is equally impressive.
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